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Every railroad atTHECLAYTON- t o r n e y in either

dti| WFR House of Congress
develops into aninPRETENCE.ternat onal lawyer as

the question of what
shall be done about the Nicaragua Canal
presses for an answer. These jurists speak
strongly of the sacred obligations imposed
by that comity between nations without nh.

servance of which the powers would be no
better than undisguised pirates. The reverencewhich the gentlemen who operate the
overland railroads feel for the Clayton-Bulwertreaty is faithfully reflected by their
kept statesmen.
There are undeniable difficulties in the way

of building the Nicaragua Canal immediatelyas a Government work, but the Clayton-Bulwertreaty is the least of them. That
compact, declared obsolete by the Arthur
administration, would be out of the way altogetherbut for Grover Cleveland. That Small
American and purblind dictator could have
given the country an interoceanic waterway.
The Frelinghuysen-Zavala treaty, negotiated
by President Arthur, accorded this Governmentthe right of way and sovereignty over

a strip of land on both sides of the canal. But
the condition that the United States should
guarantee the integrity of Nicaragua's territoryagainst foreign and neighboring foes.a
special application of the Monroe Doctrine.
alarmed Mr. Cleveland, and in withdrawing
the treaty inherited from his predecessor, he,
to the extent of his power, revitalized the
Clayton-Bulwer agreement, which England
herself had violated by colonizing on the
Mosquito Coast and Honduras.
But, in spite of Cleveland, the Clayton-Bulwertreaty is formidable now only to those

who are on a hunt for pretexts to delay the
Nicaragua Canal. Great Britain is in an

accommodating mood. If the formal abrogationof the treaty were asked she would
grant the request; if we chose to assume that
Luc ucaiy uau lapscu, auu gu aurau upwu

that theory, she would acquiesce.
There is a railroad lobby at Washington.

There are railroad agents sitting in the Senateand the House of Representatives. These

agents identify themselves when they rise and
do reverence to the Clayton-Bulwer treaty.
That is the sure mark by which they are advertisedfor what they really are.

PRESIDENT M'KIXLEY is a man of courage. !

Alger Is still his Secretary of War.
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Lieutenant Hobson
A has sailed for the

SiiFFFRlNP Philippines, and beSUFFERINGfore golng he pr0.

HERO. claimed that h e

wanted it understoodthat he alone and not the ladies are

to be blamed. That was very nice and chivalrousof Lieutenant Hobson, but it isn't

true. Nevertheless, he will of course be acceptedas a vicarious sacrifice.
The disfavor in which the hero of the Merrimacdeparts is owing largely to confusion

of mind. The men of America were roused
to wrath, tinctured with disgust, by those

kissing bees. It offended their sense of proprietyto see women by the regiment fling-
ing themselves publicly at a man's head.

Being themselves chivalrous, American men

declined to hold the women to account and
blazed out at the man, making him responsiblefor the want of self-restraint and modestyof his fair admirers. The lack of delicacyexhibited by the women has been imputedto him.

Suppose Hobson had pushed those frantic
females away and sternly refused to be
kissed? How he would have been laughed
at as a solemn young saint, jeered at as a

prig and reviled as a cold-blooded and

haughty young naval aristocrat, devoid of
the brains to understand the artless and innocentpatriotic ardor of the daughters of
the Republic!

It is well that Hobson has been curried
for his share in the kissing scenes. It will
teach him to walk more circumspectly hereafterin many ways, for it has been disclosedto him that everything will not be

forgiven a hero. Best of all, he has been
taught the lesson which every true man has
to learn if he does not possess the knowl-
edge as a birth-given instinct, that it is not

enough for a gentleman to refrain from
offence against foolish women; he must protectthem against themselves. Because Hobson,a young man, new to the situations

imposed by a great fame, failed a little in
this duty, failed a little in dignity, too, he
ha"s gone from his native land sore under
the lash of criticism that has been more

hearty than discriminating.
And the women who tempted him and

made a fool of him are protected by their
aex from hearing the unpleasant truth about
themselves.

The moral sense

THE of this country is
finding expression in

MORMON terms which neither
CHALLENGE. Representative - elect

Brigham H. Roberts
of Utah, nor Congress can mistake.
The home-building, home-respecting, decern

y men and women of the United States an

determined that polygamy shall not be rec

ognized by permitting a Mormon with thre<
acknowledged wives to take his seat as e

member of the House of Representatives.
Y Roberts is more than a law-breaker. H<
v is a challenge to American civilization.e
s challenge which must be accepted by th<
C House if the Republic is not to be put tc

shame. He will come to Washington with
his certificate of election, signed by the Gov5ernor of a State which in its Constitutior

p forbids polygamous marriage.a Constitutior
which provides that that prohibition cannoi

6 be repealed without the consent of the Unitec

y States. ' Utah, in sending sucl. a man to Congress,defies the spirit of its own Constituftion, breaks faith with and insults the nation.
There is now no probability that Roberts1 will be allowed to take his seat. There will

be no difficulty in finding legal grounds foi
excluding him, and public opinion has spoken

^ in tones which will be mandatory on the
j House of Representatives.

But more than this is necessary. The Christianpeople, the clean people of the land,
want to make it forever impossible for the
Mormons of Utah to repeat this affront. Congresswill be asked to submit to the States

l» an amendment to the Federal Constitution
prohibiting forever polygamous marriage in
the United States. And doubtless Congress

r will comply. The vote by which that amendmentwill be made a part of the organic law
" of the Republic will enlighten all doubters
. as to the fidelity of the great masses of the

citizens or tnis country to the code of morals
which rests upon the monogamous home.

When tariff reform5 REPUBLICANS met its Waterloo in
t rnwx/cDTrn Tn 1896 there were notCONVERTED TO wanting keen poiitiFREETRADE. cal meteorologists

who predicted that
free trade would yet be enacted in America

' by the Republican party, as it was in EngLland by the Protectionist Tories. Events are

rapidly justifying this forecast. The exten1slon of our boundaries to take in a good part
J of the world, and the success of American
manufacturers in competing with European
manufacturers on their own ground, have dis1turbed the simple faith of the Republican
masses in protection, and, what is more im'portant, they have convinced many of the

1 capitalists who make up the Republican
! campaign funds that there is more money to
be made on a fair field than within a tariff
fence.
Read this extract from a faithful Republicanorgan, the Commercial Advertiser, and

1 transfer it in imagination, if you can, to the
, Presidential campaign of 1892:

Time is coming when we shall copy the presentnavigation laws of Great Britain, as we shall
copy her present tariff laws, as we are now

using both tariff and navigation copied from
those of the British before changed conditions
caused them to be discarded for the present.
British laws concerning trade were not changed
from- sentiment, but for practical gain. That
which illumined her mediaeval darkness was enlightenedself-interest. We are as -keen to see

T)«ii.ink *«/! ...U U /vn »r. in
iuus as tut: ouusu. uuu w uru it uu uo iu

the same way we shall change our policy.
We begin to see it as to the tariff and are

becoming ready to discard protection as

superfluous. Great Britain discarded it because
the interests it helped were less important than
that it hurt. It is not hurtful to us in any but
the few cases where it increases cost of raw materialof manufactures, since we do not Import
food; but it Is rapidly becoming useless.

After the election of 1S96 the country was

jubilantly informed that the tariff question
had been settled. It looks as if it had been
indeed. When the protectionist party is convertedto free trade, what is there left to

fight about?

You had a good
THE dinner yesterday, and

11 1
were wen nuuacu,

CHRISTMAS and enjoyed a good
SHADOW. time with the other

_ comfortable, happy
people around you.
Think of the others.the children and womenand men who went hungry and cold

on Christmas and felt their misery the more

keenly because of the contrast which your
happiness supplied.
New York is a great and rich city, the

metropolis of a great and rich country, yet
there are thousands of people in it who

scarcely know what it is to be warmly clad
and sufficiently fed
Some of these people are to blame for their

penury, but not the majority of them. Not
the children, certainly, nor the sober and
industrious poor.
Why should anybody who is sober and industriousbe poor? How comes it that the

curse of involuntary poverty, of want, accompaniesour civilization like its shadow?
That is a problem to which every man who

is a man should give some thought, not only
on the day after his jolly Christmas but at
all times, for it is a problem that sooner or

later must be solved if civilization is to endure.
SENATOR CAFFERY is a gentleman whom

the friends of the Nicaragua Canal may profitablykeep an eye on. He is a lawyer, and he
does not act as if he had been retained for the
people in the case of the American Public vs.

The Overland Railroad Companies.

IP RUSSELL A. ALGER shall be clothed with
plenary power over concessions for public works
in Cuba, there will be very little left for the Cubansto dispose of when Mr. MeKiniey has establishedthat stable government for them.

MARK HANNA'S Idea of encouraging Americancommerce is to open the Treasury to shipbuildersand let them load up with Government
coin for ballast.

A BIG NAV
Rear Admirals John Irwin

Washington, Dec. 26..In an

correspondent of the Journal as to
neededmost a big army or a big e

John Irwin said:
"I am heartily in favor of the

> American policy of a greater navy,
1 with the proposition that what the

! great navy rather than a great arn

i that that is the sentiment of the Ar
t

"we need a great navy rattier
because we must protect not only

" coasts but the coasts of our acquir
need not be argued that with the

* sources of this country we are abso
. on land.
i "Our policy, as I take it, s

Great Britain.that is, a defens
policy. In order to do that m

navy capable of contending a

THE DOWNTROC
V] N O one who has devoted a large pereentag*

of his earnings for thirty years to the re

jj lief of kind, patient but impoverished land
lords the news of the formation of a "Protective
Association" in their behalf comes to the gen
erous mind with a quick throb of tender joy
The emotional nature of the lundlord, his se-usi
tive temperament, united with a heart that feels
deeply and beats in unison with those of his ten
ants, his natural benevolence and, 1 am almost
tempted to say, prodigality In all things relating
to their welfare make him inevitably a victim to
those who prey on such lovable weaknesses. He
needs a protector. This town is full of people
who sit up nights devising new schemes to rok
him and make his life unpleasant.

The Protective Association provides the landlordwith a list of "bad tenants," and a general
rating of all who rent houses, flats, rooms or

stores, so that at a glance the owner can know
the status of an applicant and deal with hint

"THE PATIENT BUT IMPOVERISHED LANDLORD."

accordingly. Instead of smiling courteously and
tendering the offer of a month's rent free, new

ceilings with oil frescoes by Daudellet or De
Luney, a Silver lining to the bath-tub, silk
awnings and perfumed steam heat, he can be
brusque and stem and turn away the would-be
tenant with well-simulated contempt. "Take it
or leave it" can now be his motto.

In an interview with a large owner of flats
whose name I may not give for fear of impairing
me utxp, pure love nuini ms many lenuius ucur

toward him, he said to me: "The general public
Is careless of the landlord's feelings, and do. not
consider his part In the great work of civilization.He is, per se, the moving force in the
growth of this great metrollopus. His far-seeing
eye saw the movement of population northward,
while others, bat-like, seemed to expect the city

IS THE EIING-H\
THE room was dark, and I was about to retreatwhen I heard the rabbi's voice:

"Walk softly, my sou. The little one
has fallen asleep o^er his toys, and I am keeping
vigil In the darkness."
We lit pipes and looked out upon the shining

stars, and the rabbi thrummed softly upon the
«Indow-paue.an indication that he was in a

pleasant frame of mind.
"Have you grown wiser since I saw you lust?"

he asked, and although I could not see his face,
1 felt that he was smiling.

"Yes," I replied, "I have found that a man
whom I hod held to be honest was dishonest "

Now I saw him smile.
"Had you found a man whom you held as dishonestto he honest," he replied, "your knowledge

would have been more startling. As it is, I am
afraid, old man as I am, that It is commonplace."

Then I merely kept my eyes on the stars and
held my peace, and presently the rabbi spoke, in
a low voice, and I could hear the breathing of the
child.

"I am not as fortunate as you. I was ponderingover the matter as late as yesterday, and I
v*uo iuireu iu iiit' uuwiiriiig uuuuu»iuu uai iuc

world and all the things In it had been progressingin the old, old way, and that, from day to day,
I had gathered but little wisdom from its doings.
I have fallen into the habit of reading the Jewish
Workingman every day.truly an excellent journal
as news journals go.keeping pace with remarkableactivity with the events of the day. Yet the
doings of this day are so much like the doings of
that day, and this calamity is so much like that
calamity, and this agitation is so much like that
agitation, and everything seems to happen and rehappenso much by weary, dreary rote that it is
all very monotonous.

"Underlying It all, I have no doubt, is the tide
of steady progress and development which runs
through all the ages. As you grow older you will
feel, more and more strongly, that you are living
In history, and are making history, and are play-
ing your inuuuie roie in History.

"But even In the certainty of this feeling there
will at times come a longing to know what Is happeningand to see exactly what It Is that your
world and your day are doing. And that feeling
has come over me, and with It the unreasonable
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? to grow out over the two rivers, and he providei

for it by getting land and erecting buildings fo
the coming millions to occupy at very reasonalbh

* rates, considering the war, the tariff, the prici
of coal, water, etc , and the hard times generally
Now, what return does his benevolence receive
C-oritinual abuse, distrust and evaded payment!

' is the portion awarded to the man who spend!
his time creating new luxuries and convenience!
for thankless tenants. His life is one unendinj

'

torment of listening to the complaints of thi
people who Inhabit his dwellings. Women go ui
on the roof to fight about vested rights in clothes
lines, walk angrily over the delicate tin roofs
and the next day visit me to complain that the
roof leaks, and they are obliged to put wash
boilers, cups, chafing-dishes, pails, soup-tureens
and tomato-cans all over the flat to save theii
cheap Japanese rugs from the dripping water,
They bring me diagrams of the maps of Asia
made by the water on their ceilings, and refuse
to pay the rent until the ceilinir is re-deemntAi
The way they kick about paying in advance Is
enough, alone, to give a landlord the blues.
Under the new ruling of the association they wil
be compelled to pay even further in advance, 01
the 25th of the month, in fact. They seem tc
think I don't need the money. I put up houses
purely from philanthropic motives, but I have tc
pay interest on my mortgages, buy coal and remuneratejanitors, who cost me at least $1C
apiece each month. People whom I allow to use
my rooms, besides taking little or no care of the
property, expect me to devote my heart's blood
ns well as my time and money to making them
happy. Some of my tenants seem to hate me insteadof feeling grateful for the improvements I
make. I get janitors as near like myself in dispositionas I can procure, to serve them, and they
treat them with contumely and scorn. People
who rent flats have an Idea that they have a
right to boss. Insult and irritate janitors, and
many a valuable one has been forced to leave a
comfortable place on account of bis treatment by
the arrogant tenants. Tbey interfere with him,
pry into his affairs, refuse to promote his inter"dsor assist him In governing the inmates, and
complain to me if he does not maintain a subservientmanner.

"I put all manner of conveniences into my
houses, and I seem only to be providing new
methods of vtorture and complaint for myself.
Every new push button, gas stove, elevator, bell
boy, electric gas light or bath-room attachment
Is a new source of regret. It was better in the
old times, when there was not- so much competition,and the tenants provided their own fuel,
gas, water, wash-tubs, etc., and carried up their
own provisions, while the rents were even higher.
They hadn't so much to kick about then, and
they were too busy, besides, to find time. They've
been pampered so much by the gracious, too-lavishlandlords that they demand everything. If
I showed you a list of kicks for one day you'd have
a. fit.

"The man who works at night sends in a growl
that he can't sleep during the day because an-
other man is practising on an "obolulu," or

something like that, one of those queer horns,

VANG DUE? E

Idea that the world is standing still and is surely
becoming stagnant."

A car came jingling down East Broadway and
we both watched It until it had passed the window.There was a faint sound that was closely
akin to a suppressed chuckle.

"In a little while," said the rabbi, "you will
see another car just like this rattle by. The bells
will sound differently, but the car will be pretty
much the same.,"

Then the rabbi puffed comfortably and contentedlyat his pipe.
"I have read In the Jewish Workingman that

England has made an alliance with Germany.
France, it is said, has made an alliance with Rufl-
sia. To-niorrow, perhaps, there will be a triple
alliance or a quadruple alliance, and the next day
It may be that New York will join hands for weal
or woe with Amsterdam. And France is troubled
with its perplexing Dreyfus affair, which assumes
one aspect one day and another twenty-four hours
later. And this country Is undecided whether it
shall extend its dominion or shall release its possessions;whether it shall make silver its monetarystandard or gold; whether it shall have a

great army or a small one. And the Jewish Worklnginantells me that it looks favorable for one
to-day and favorable for the other to-morrow.

"And the little one sleeps undisturbed in the
coiner yonder, and the rich go on with their pleasuresand the poor with their woes just as if the
world had reached the last stage of its development,and things were to be forever as they are
now. There is neither promise nor omen of better
or worse."

The rabbi paused long enough to watch another
street car go by, jerking his thumb toward it in
disgust.

"Have you ever heard of the Fung-hwang"* It
?« rifxrhmw + lmnwn In Arl ontnl

than in Europcau writings, although it has its
eoulvalent, to a certain extent, in the Egyptian
phoenix. The Fung-liwang is a mythical bird,
which, according to the Chinese legend, makes
its appearance on earth when a great leader of
men is about to appear or a great righteous principleis about to triumph. The Chinese have
tremendous respect for this bird, and they say
that the last time it made its appearance was

shortly before the birth of Confucius. Confu-

\ BIG ARMY.
the Journal's Demand for a

sent against us. England's great
her safeguard, and it is patent to
for that navy she might even now

France or Germany.
great navy rather than a great army,
e the wise and patriotic policy of the

URAL J. A. HOWELL said:
should certainly be increased. The
>ns and the necessity for taking care of
ions of the United States require this,
nd the navy require additions, and the
wo branches of the service should be
on to their needs.
? needs are those who have made the
'TlAlir O ywl O flnn Ilia uaAawmAn rl n
mv/ ?T ^ CCAAV*. CAULA tUL. 1 CtUlllllirUUailUJIJS

by experts they should be acted upon,
at at present in detail what increases
vy require to their present strength."
WALT M'DOUGALL PICTURES HIS

COUNTLESS TROUBLES.

1 you know. Another complains that his milk 19
r not delivered until the janitor skims the cream
? off, and another that A dog next door lias seven
j fits per day, and the dog's owner writes me a

. long letter, declaring ne or rne parrot m tne next
? flat will have to go, and that a. man who will
3 keep a parrot that talks Spanish is not fit to live
3 in a thirty-eight dollar flat, anyhow.
3 "I get letters from a family on the second floor
r saying that the flat is uninhabitable on account
, of the too profuse supply of steam heat, and bejfore I've finished reading it I get another from a

top-floor tenant declaring that he is slowly freezing
to death because he can get no steam. One

, woman tells me the electric buttons won't work,
the door opener lias lost its vigor, and that be.loved friends turn away in anger at what they

. consider a. cold neglect to answer their push; anotherthat the speaking tubes are stopped up and
t the dumbwaiter full of discarded bustles, cam,paign documents and old newspapers. One lady
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"KICKS AT THE SMELL OP NAPHTHA."

who runs up and down on her vocal cords two
hours each morning kicks at the smell of naph-
tlia that conies up the air shaft when the peroxideblonde on the second floor cleans her white
gloves. I Ret dozens of letters reRnrdinR alleged
Insect life In the house, roaches forming the main
item, but rodents and llarlem fleas also fill up
several columns, with spiders, flies and even

larniuR needles a good third. Window awnings,
weather strips, clotheslines, broken glass, flreeseapes,defective flues, crying babies, accordionsand gas burners stalk through my dreams,
and when I wake up in relief I hear from the
.ianitor that while he was at his annual janitors'
ball three families seized the opportunity and
moved out in the night, each owing me a month's
rent. I wish I had my money Invested In a good
brewery." WALT M'DOUGALL.

RABBI FINDS A LESSON IN THE
CHINESE LEGEND.

clus, It is true, does not speak of him, but that
has been attributed to his modesty.

"It is a pretty legend, is it not? I was sitting
at this window yesterday, looking up into the sky,
wunuering n my me vvuuiu ue ojjuieu mug t'uuugu

to see the Fung-liwang light upon the earth. God
knows the earth needs it!"

The stars shone in the sky and seemed to
twinkle merrily upon the upturned countenance
of the rabbi. He sighed and spoke softly:

"When you live to be as old as I you will hail
the triumph of a righteous principle with heartfeltjoy, for by that time the old order of things
will be very, very old to you, and you will have
come to believe all goodness and nobleness only
transitory and nothing permanently triumphant
save wickedness and cruelty and suffering. Then
you, too, will long for the advent of a Funghwaucl"

Some Mythology.
Once upon a time a mortal Person twitted

Aphrodite, the goddess of love, with not having
any gowns.

"Alas!" cried Aphrodite, much wounded. "What
an advantage you women have over us deities!
You may get things by just dying for them, while
we are immortal!"

AH this has been told before, but it has not
been related, hitherto, how Aphrodite thereupon
vowed she would have something to weur if it
took an arm, the result being the Venus of Milo,
which is armless, but not wholly undraped..DetroitJournal.

Objections.
Curiously enough, the red man did not at once

accept the doctrines of theosophy.
"Objections suggest themselves to me," he

argued, doggedly. "Now, there is your theory of
transmigration of souls. I have been taught to
believe that while the Indian may be, and usually
is a white elephant as long as he is alive, tha
moment he is dead he necessarily becomes a thoroughlyacceptable entity!"

Having been educated, at Government expensefc
in a prominent Eastern college, the aboriginal made
no pretence at understanding logic, his doubts beingIntuitive rather than formal..Detroit Journal.


